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Ih’oiimonfii Tuck. Syii. Licli. 1: 24.”). ISS2.' Primary .s(|uamiilc.'< 
siiijill to uu‘(lium .siz«*, gluucc.sccut al)o\(*, wliilc Ix'iicatli, llic margins 
laciniatc to denticulate, KOH —; podetia glauc(‘sceut, esquamulo.se or 
seatteringly s(|uainulose, <*ylindrical, hecoming sl<*uderly elongate, 
branclu'd, the l)ran<4ies dichotomously divided; apices imper(‘orat«* 
or occasionally minutely ])eri'orate, obtuse, crista.l(“-dentieulatt‘; a.xils 
elosial; cortex dispersed, soon minutt'ly scattenxl, KOH —; apotheeia 
brown. 

Tin* si)eci«‘s is not truly gramdose. (Cf. Tu<*k. I. e.; also s(*e note 
.”)). It is somewhat remote from tin* two prectaxiing and nmh'r Wainio’s 
arrangement of the gemns would propcM'ly come under tin* section 

Wain.; possibly n<)t far from plfi/mi. So far as known its 
listribution is wholK’ .southern. 
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Th<* writ(“r is imh'bted to Dr. S. I'. Hlake for lu'lpful eritieisrns 
and suggestions in the pn'paration of this pap<‘r and to Dr. C. W. 
Dodg»* for similar aid and also for assistanct* in the luM’barium. 
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Kxri..\.\ATio.v OF Pi..\Ti; 157. 

Di..\i)0.\’i.\ I'l.oRiDA.NA Wain. Nariations in development. Plants from 
Warehani, .\Ia.s,saehu.sett.s. Herb. C. .4. HohU'nis, No. .54(1, a, b, e, d. e, f, g. 

Ki«i. 1. Thallns with f«*rtile and sterile plants; Fm. 2. Sterile plants from 
among gra.ss in open pine woods (,f. Imichiald), a robust state; Fm. .4, Similar 
to No. 2 but more sleniler, the eornmon form;^m. 4, Plants with both fertile 
and sterih* inoliferations; Fm. 5, Fertile, .scpiainulose plants (f. ////xcu), 
robust speeiinens; Fn;. (5. Fertile, e.squamulo.se |)lants (f. e.sv/au/ao.su); Fi<;. 7, 
Sterile, .s(piamulo.se plants (f. r/q/en.s). 
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THK (HvXKSF.K V.VLLKV OF WFSTEHX XFW YORK. 

W. C. McKx.sciii'.n. 

Sparti.xa patk.x.s (.Vit.) .Muhl. was found on low swampy ground 


bord<*ring Wolf (?r(*ek below the salt factory at Silver .Springs. Wyo¬ 


ming County, Xew \ ork. This gra.ss, which, with .liiurtis (irninlii 
lioisel., forms a larg(‘ j)art of th<‘ “wild hay” (d' the .salt marshes of 
the .Vtlantie ('oast, apjtarently has not previously been re|)orted this 
tar itdand. Tin* only New \ork State reeonis that conid be found 
for Spiirfinn juitnif! an* those from liong Islaml and the vicinity of 
Xew \Ork (^itv. 

^ Cl. Strnnphtjllizd Wain., noin. niulum, {CL stvnnphyllia Merrill) in Sandst. 
Clad. Kxs. No. llcS4; from Hanford, Florida, leg. Happ, is, as it is rei)resentod by the 
writer’s set, a young state of this species. 






1927] Wherry,—Soil Reaction of Saxifraga on Mt. Katahdin 139 


The salt factory at Silver S|)rings is said to have Iteeii eslahlished 
about fifty y(*ars ago. The waste salt and brine has been, and still 
is being, <lninj)ed into Wolf Creek, with the result that its water is 
very .salty from Silver Springs to where it entiTS the (ieiie.see River, 
a distanee of about three miles. 

In this artificial saline habitat a number of salt plants hax'e ap- 
pear<’d. Sixtriinn pdfcii.s occurred in a pure statul over an area about 
tbirtv meters in dianu'ter. .Vround the border of this area it was 
mixed with Juncus (Icrurdii. Suhcornm curojxiru. L., .luncus (icrurdn 
and CliniojK>diuin (/Inuruui L. were common in a number of places 
along the shore of the stream. I{nj)iu'(i inarifiiud L. was very abund¬ 
ant in the str(‘ain, in some places eonij^letely covering the bottom of 
the stream for a distanee of .several hundred im'ters. Enicromorplia 
intrsfitudis (L.) Grev., a common green alga of the seashores, made a 
very profu.se growth on the stones and other objects in Wolf Creek. 
In .several places near the village of Castile where the water was flow¬ 
ing rapidly, its fronds attained a length of about one meter. 

The ob.servations here reported were made on August 30 and Octo¬ 
ber 23, 192(i. Specimens of th(‘ phanerogams mentioned, with 
determinations verific'd by Professor K. M. ^^iegalKi, are deposited 
in the herbarium of Cornell University. 

COUNKLL UnIVKUSITY. 


S(jiL Re.vctio.n of .'^.\xifi<\<;.v Aizoo.v ox .Mt. K.\t.\hdix.— In the 

note by Mr. .Stebbins on plants new to Mt. Katalulin in the January 
numlx'r of Riiodoka' he calls attention to tiu* possilhiity that there 
may be a pocket of rich soil at the point where the Saxifruf/a and 
Drahd art* growing. 1 am glail to report that his view is correct. 
At the time wht'ii the first of these plants was originally di.scovered. 
Dr. I. M. Johnston turned ovt'r to me soim* of the soil attached to 
the roots, as reet'ived at tin* Gray }Ierl)arium, and on testing it 
with the double-wedge comparator I foumi it to lx* ('xaetly neutral. 
The lime producing this condition in the soil may ha\(* come from a 
local concentration of ealeium mim*i’als in tIu* granite*--which is well 
known to occur elsewhere in Maine, especially on ^It. Desert Island— 
or may have been set free by unusually thorough decomposition of 
the Iminus at this point. The thing most diflicult to account for 


^ liUOpORA xxix. lo-lO (1927). 







